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IDnet-NM ANNOUNCES THE RESULTS OF ZOGBY POLLS REGARDING THE TEACHING OF EVOLUTION AND INTELLIGENT DESIGN IN NEW MEXICO'S PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Los Lunas, NM - July 28, 2003. The Intelligent Design Network, inc., New Mexico Division (IDnet-NM), announced the results of two polls conducted recently by Zogby International regarding attitudes in New Mexico concerning the teaching of evolution and intelligent design in New Mexico's public schools. The first poll was of parents of schoolchildren K-12 while the second poll focused on the scientific community and included New Mexico's national labs and universities. Because of the relatively large margin of error associated with the results of the university survey, those results are reported only in the tabulated data and not incorporated in any general analysis. 

Results of the New Mexico polls are also compared with results of similar polls conducted nationwide and in Ohio.

In regard to the teaching of evolution in New Mexico, the overwhelming majority of respondents, both parents and laboratory scientists, favored teaching the evidence both for and against evolution by a factor of over 4-to-1. In regard to teaching intelligent design, parents and laboratory scientists favored teaching intelligent design by an overwhelming factor of 5-to-1. 

Joe Renick, Executive Director of IDnet-NM, said "the results of these polls are of great importance to New Mexicans at this time because the Science Education Standards are in the final stages of the revision process.  Language in these Standards in the area of biological evolution mandates an 'evolution-only' curriculum that prevents students from hearing about evidence that contradicts the predictions of macro-evolution and censors alternative theories of biological origins such as intelligent design."   He added "the dogmatic language in these Standards suggests that the Department of Education is more interested in convincing students that evolution is true than in teaching them about the science of macro-evolutionary biology." 

Renick, who holds a Master's Degree in Mechanical Engineering and has 33 years experience in the engineering sciences, said "the teaching of biological evolution as an explanation for the history and diversity of life is controversial in public education because its religious and philosophical implications challenge the fundamental beliefs held by most New Mexicans that a Creator was responsible for creating the cosmos and all of life". 

Renick also added "if, however, macro-evolution is being taught objectively, if students are allowed to evaluate its claims in light of the evidence and evaluate competing scientific theories, then it has a place in the science classroom of New Mexico's public schools".

"Results of these polls", Renick said, "could be important in convincing the State Board of Education that the current language developed by the Department of Education does not reflect the general attitudes of parents of schoolchildren in New Mexico or that of scientists in New Mexico's national labs." 

Renick further pointed out that the general portrayal by national and state science organizations is that there is no controversy within science regarding the fact of evolution. The results of the scientific poll tell a very different story.

Renick, who served on the science writing team during the Standards revision process, said that the Standards will be presented to the State Board of Education during the last week in August for adoption and that IDnet-NM has submitted a proposal for alternative language to introduce objectivity into that area of the Standards dealing with biological origins. That proposal can be viewed at http://www.nmidnet.org/new_mexico_speaks.htm.

*************************

Poll Results
Two questions were asked in each of the two New Mexico polls.

1.  Regarding teaching the theory of evolution, which of the following two statements comes closer to your own opinion?  Statement A: Biology teachers should teach only Darwin's theory of evolution and the scientific evidence that supports it.  Statement B: Biology teachers should teach Darwin's theory of evolution, but also the scientific evidence against it.  

2.  Do you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat disagree, or strongly disagree with the following statement: "When Darwin's theory of evolution is taught in school, students should also be able to learn about the scientific evidence that points to an intelligent design of life."

The first poll was based on telephone interviews of 422 parents of children in grades K-12 chosen at random in New Mexico.  The margin of error is +/- 5%.

Question 1.   

Statement A           19%  (teach only evidence that supports evolution)

Statement B            68% (teach evidence both for and against evolution)

Neither/not sure      13%
Question 2. (teach intelligent design along with evolution)
Strongly agree                56%  

Somewhat agree            21%  

Somewhat disagree         7%   

Strongly disagree             8%   

Not sure                           8%

Agree                              77%

Disagree                         15%

The second poll was based on the response to an online survey sent to approximately 16,000 employees of Sandia and Los Alamos National Labs and 500 science and engineering faculty members at the University of New Mexico, New Mexico Tech, and New Mexico State University.  Two-hundred forty-eight scientists responded as follows: 103 scientists at Sandia National Labs, 114 scientists at Los Alamos National Labs, and 31 at the universities.  The laboratories and universities who employ the respondents in this survey were not informed of the survey and the results are not intended to reflect the official attitudes or positions of those organizations.

Results are presented separately for the laboratories and universities.   

Laboratory Results

Question 1. 

Statement A           14%  (teach only evidence that supports evolution)

Statement B            76% (teach evidence both for and against evolution)

Neither/not sure      10%

Question 2.  (teach intelligent design along with evolution)
Strongly agree                46%  

Somewhat agree            33%  

Somewhat disagree          4%   

Strongly disagree            12%   

Not sure                            5%

Agree                              79%

Disagree                         16%
University Results

Question 1. 

Statement A            23%  (teach only evidence that supports evolution)

Statement B            61% (teach evidence both for and against evolution)

Neither/not sure      16%

Question 2.  (teach intelligent design along with evolution)
Strongly agree                26%  

Somewhat agree            19%  

Somewhat disagree          6%   

Strongly disagree            45%   

Not sure                            3%

Agree                              45%

Disagree                         51%

Identical polls were taken by Zogby International in 2001 and 2002.  The 2001 poll was nationwide while the 2002 poll was taken in Ohio.  Both were taken of the general population.  

America Results

Question 1. 

Statement A            15%  (teach only evidence that supports evolution)

Statement B            71% (teach evidence both for and against evolution)

Neither/not sure      14%

Question 2.  (teach intelligent design along with evolution)
Strongly agree                53%  

Somewhat agree            25%  

Somewhat disagree          5%   

Strongly disagree             8%   

Not sure                            9%

Agree                              78%

Disagree                         13%

Ohio Results

Question 1. 

Statement A            19%  (teach only evidence that supports evolution)

Statement B            65% (teach evidence both for and against evolution)

Neither/not sure      16%

Question 2.  (teach intelligent design along with evolution)
Strongly agree                55%  

Somewhat agree            23%  

Somewhat disagree          3%   

Strongly disagree            10%   

Not sure                            9%

Agree                              78%

Disagree                         13%

Summary of Polling Data

Question
NM

Parents
NM Scientists
NM Universities
Ohio
America








Teach only evidence for evolution?
19
14
23
19
15

Teach evidence for and against?
68
76
61
65
71








Teach Intelligent Design?
77
79
45
78
78

Don't teach Intelligent Design?   
15
16
51
13
13








Margin of error
(5%
(7%
(20%
(3.8%
(3%

